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sia and Japan are to negotiate directly without any partici-
pation by third powers. If Paris, so desirable for many
reasons, encounters opposition, then the Imperial Govern-
ment gives the preference to Washington over all other
cities, especially since the presence of the President, initia-
tor of the meeting, can exercise a beneficent influence
toward the end which we all have in view/ Accordingly,
after having received word from Japan that she objected
to The Hague, and before I received any notification what-
ever about The Hague from Eussia, I notified Japan that
Washington would be the appointed place and so informed
Ambassador Cassini. I then gave the same announcement
to the public. It is, of course, out of the question for me
to consider any reversal of this action and I regard the
incident as closed, so far as the place of meeting is con-
cerned. If Count Lamsdorff does not acquiesce in this
view, you will please see the Czar personally and read to
him this cable, stating to Count Lamsdorff that you are
obliged to make the request because of the extreme gravity
of the situation. Explain to Count Lamsdorff and if neces-
sary to the Czar that I am convinced that on consideration
they will of their own accord perceive that it is entirely
out of the question for me now to reverse the action I took
in accordance with the request of the Russian Government,
which action has been communicated to and acquiesced in
by Japan, and has been published to the entire world."

Promptly on the following day came these two interest-
ing responses:

PETERSBURG, June 17, 1905.
President Roosevelt,

Washington.

Have just received the following from Lamsdorff: Je
m'empresse d'informer votre excellence que sa majeste
Tempereur ne voit aucun obstacle au choix de Washington
pour la reunion et les pourparlers des plenipotentiaires

Busses et Japonais.
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